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What we need to decide:

Since schools cannot do everything, we need to make
some choices. Of all the things we want our children to
learn, which ones should be taught at school?

Here are three choices.Which one do you agree with
the most?

Basic Skills

ﬁ Every student should learn the same basic
reading, writing and math skills.
Learning Skills
Every student should learn how to learn by
developing their own talents.

Social Skills
@ Every student should learn how
to get along with others in their a
school and community.
Each choice has an idea about What Should
Be Done. For each one, there may be things Coﬁ&r{j ( \
you agree with (Likes) and things you do
not (Concerns).

After you discuss the three choices with
others, you can come up with your own
choice on page 7.

ﬂ Basic Skills

What should be done:

* Teach the same basic reading, writing and math skills to every
child at every school.

* Test all students to make sure they really
learn these basics. Do not pass them on to Knowin
the next grade until they are ready. how to read,
write and do
math 1s the most
important thing
kids can learn
Likes: 1n school.

* Teach all kids together. Get rid of
‘special’ classes that can label students
as slow or hard to teach.

* All kids will get the basics. They will feel better
about themselves and learn other subjects more easily.

* This will force the teachers to work with all students, not just
the ones that are easy to teach.

* Kids won’t get passed through the system.

—
Concerns: ¢
* Not all kids learn the same way. ~
They also come to school with /
different levels of being ready. (

They need teachers that
understand these needs.

* Making students just memorize
things to pass the tests will take
the excitement and interest out
of learning.




Learning
@ Learning Skills @ Social Skills  aorgwith thers
earning and be responsible is

how to learn so what kids have to
they can help teach know for the
themselves 1s what real world.
What should be done: kids need most What should be done:
* Give kids choices. Let them study what from school. * Teach kids how to get along with other kids who
they want so they won’t drop out. come from different backgrounds.
* Let teachers choose different ways to teach different students. * Have students work in teams on projects. They will

* Group students based on what they like and what they are need to know how to do this for work.

good at. This will stimulate their ability to learn. * Give students projects in the community that will
teach them how to be responsible.
Likes:
. . . Likes:
* Because they help choose what to study, kids will be less likely
to turn off or drop out. * If kids get along better, there

will be less violence and more

* Teachers can change how they teach to match the student’s L
learning in the schools.

needs.

* Kids need to learn that rights
come with responsibilities too.
Many parents can use some

* Students will be more confident. They can move from being
good at learning one thing to trying something that is harder

for them. . . .
help in teaching this.
onc H
Concerns Concerns: h

¢ Teachers do not have time to / « It is the parent’s job to
create a separate plan for each . . ,
student WZ also Eeed standard / teach these social skills, not the school’s. Schools

) should not be asked to fix all the problems in the

measures to know what progress communit
students are making. /ﬁ 4

« Kids are too vouns to make these * A lot of the unrest at schools is because kids don'’t

young _,«*"’H know the basics. That will help them get along better

choices for themselves. They also need
to learn how to get along with others
who learn different ways than they do.

than anything else.



What do we want
our children to get
out of school?

Not any one choice is the answer. It may be part of all
three choices. But we know that our schools cannot
do everything for everybody.

You and others in your community need to make
choices about our kids should learn.

* What do you think is most important?
* What is the fairest plan for all students?
* What is best for your community?

Only the whole community can make this decision!

Our Choice

What we think should be done:

Likes:

Concerns:




